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1 student volunteers 
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program, and in the community. 
Both the community and the indi­

vidual benefit from the volunteer ex­
perience. They learn to adapt to 
new ideas and appreciate new 
working relationships, said Abbott. 

Many students donate a few 
hours every month to different or­
ganizations around town, but there 
are many other local groups that 
could use and are looking for new 
volunteers. 

"Students would greatly benefit 
from volunteering. One important 
concept that they would learn is 
that giving back to your community 
is important and this knowledge 
will last them a life-time," said Ab­
bott. 

Many programs in Pierre utilize 
teen volunteers. Just a few include 
the Discovery Center and Aquari­
um, the Cultural Heritage Center, 
and local political parties. 

If someone is interested in becom­
ing a volunteer, they should contact 
one of the organizations listed above 
or call the Pierre area referral ser­
vice. 

Students give pocket change 
to help feed hungry families 

by Jen Hauschild 

I
magine not being able to have· 
a Thanksgiving dinner be­
cause your family couldn't af­

ford one. Don Shields' class did 
some thinking about this, and they 
decided to do something about it. 

Shields' Algebra I class agreed to 
contribute money from the 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th period classes. With the 
money saved they could buy food for 
families that didn't have enough 
money for Thanksgiving dinner. 

"We (Algebra I class) got the idea 
from Channel One when they ran a 
feature story on hungry children 
and poverty," said Shields. "After 
we talked about it for awhile, we de­
cided to start taking a collection for 
some food. We got out our calcula­
tors and figured out that if everyone 
contributed at least 10 cents, we 
would get enough money for some 
food." 

As it was agreed upon in class, if 
a student had some spare change, 
he or she could donate it to the "din­
ner" fund. If a student did not have 
change to offer, he did not have to 
donate. 

"It is strictly voluntary," said 
Shields. 

After money had been collected, 
the Riggs High School guidance of­
fice picked five needy families that 
had children in the Pierre school 
system. 

To prepare for the dinners, the 
students went to various stores in 
the community and did comparison 
shopping. After finding the best 
prices, the students went out and 
bought the food such as turkey, 
stuffing, pies, potatoes, salad fix­
ings, and cranberries. 

Right before Thanksgiving day, 
the class took the food to the guid­
ance office so the food could be dis­
tributed. 

"We handled it through the guid-

ance office so that we wouldn't em­
barrass any students because of 
their misfortune," said Shields. 

Since this year's endeavor was 
successful, according to Shields, the 
plan will hopefully become an annu• 
al, institutionalized program. 

"If we were gonna have some-

thing like this officially in the 
school, it would have to start with 
student council or with the guid­
ance office," said Shields. 

Without the student involve­
ment of Shields' students, the pro­
gram wouldn't have been success­
ful. 

"It felt good to help out people 
less fortunate than I was," said jun­
ior Karen Sjerven. 

Kids like teen teachers 
by Ashly Suedkamp 

t is early in the morning as 

I
Sunday school teachers pre­
pare their lessons for the day. 
As ten o'clock approaches, the 

hyper-active youngsters start arriv­
ing. This is a typical Sunday for 
many students. that volunteer as 
teachers in churches around Pierre. 

"The church I go to was in dire 
need of CCD teachers. So I took it 
upon myself to share my knowledge 
with others," said sophomore Stacie 
Suedkamp. 

A majority of the students felt 
that it was a privilege to teach 
younger children. 

"I think that the little kids like 
having high school students as their 
teachers. They don't seem to feel so 
shy around us. They open up and 
act like themselves," said junior 
Krista Oehlerking who teaches pre­
kindergarteners at Lutheran Memo­
rial. 

Since their ages are closer be­
tween the children and the teens, 

the children may relate to them in a 
more positive manner. 

On average, the volunteers spend 
between one and two hours prepar­
ing for their classes. Church sub­
jects are not the only things that 
the children are learning about. 
They are also working on improving 

�; 

their social skills and manners. 
"Teaching the pre-schoolers that 

being polite and having good man­
ners is an essential part of the 
learning process. These skills will 
last a life time," said junior Gail 
Black who works with youngsters at 
Lutheran Memorial. 

Junior Anne Kenyon volunteers her time teaching Sunday School. (Photo 
by Stacie Suedkamp) 
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Ladies take AA' s 

Cinderella team succeeds 
by Na than Brakke 

n a flury of excitement, the 

I 
1991 Lady Govs basketball 
team amazed the state as they 
won the State AA tournament 

in Mitchell on December 7. 
The Lady Govs upset defending 

state champion Mitchell 47-45 to 
win the tournament. 

"It was unbelievable", said junior 

guard Tobiann V anderPol. 
Junior forward Michelle Reinke 

added, "I still don't believe it--it 
hasn't hit me yet." 

Mitchell had beaten Pierre by 18 
and six points during the regular 
season. But the Lady Govs came 
into the tournament with the battle .· 
cry "N.T.T." which meant "not three 
times." 

Cheerleaders receive 
Spirit of Six award 

by Jen Hauschild 

A 
hush fell over the crowd just 
as the announcer for the
State · AA Tournament an­
nounced, "The winner of this 

year's Spirit of Six award is the 
cheerleaders from ... Pierre High 
School!" 

The Spirit of Six award is given 
in memory of six cheerleaders from 
Rapid City Stevens who died in a 
p]ane crash returning home from
the 1968 Boys BasketbaJl Tourna­
ment. Among the criterion for the

Spirit of Six award are behavior on 
and off the court, appearance, and 
crowd control. 

This award is the seventh for 
Pierre. Riggs High first won it for 
boys basketball in 1970 and again 
in 1983. The girls basketball cheer­
leaders won in 1982, 1983, 1986, 
1987, and finally in 1991. 

Members of the cheerleading 
squad this year included senior 
Brenda Weaver, juniors Kara Klein, 
Jody Baade, Traci Hirsch, and Les­
ley Spears. 

Herrin, Vanderpol make 
All-State team 

by Tim Maher 
s the Lady Govs came away 

A
with the 1991 State AA
Championship honor from 
Mitchell, so did some indi­

vidual girls accomplish honors of 
their own. 

Senior Joby Herrin and junior 
Tobiann Vanderpol were named to 
the 1991 All-Tournament State AA 
team. They were recognized for 

their outstanding efforts on the 
court of the Mitchell Corn Palace. 

Herrin, who won the same honor 
last year, said, "I was surprised. I 
didn't think they would give this to 
me two years in a row. What did it 
for Tobiann and myself was the 
outstanding job that the team did. 
My award recognizes the whole 
team." 

Reinke put the Lady Govs out in 
front 7-5 with a three pointer early 
in the game. She later made anoth­
er outside shot to give the Lady 
Govs a 9-7 lead at the end of the 
first period. 

The Lady Govs stretched that 
lead to 19-13 with two free throws 
from VanderPol. Mitchell battled 
back to tie the game at 20-20 and 
later went ahead 23-20 with 1:24 
left in the first half. Mitchell in­
creased that lead to 26-22, but Van­
derPol gave the Lady Govs some 
momentum at halftime with a bas­
ket just before the buzzer. 

The score remained close 
throughout the third quarter, being 
tied four times. A basket by senior 
forward Jocelyn Van Roekel made it 
34-34 at the end of the quarter.

Neither team could run away in
the fourth quarter. Senior center 
Joby Herrin got the Lady Govs out 
to a 45-41 lead by making a shot 
with 2:35 left. Senior guard Nikki 
Hawkins increased that lead to 47-
41 when she made two free throws. 

Mitchell trimmed the lead to 47-
44. 

With 35 seconds left the score 
was 4 7-45. The Kernels had a 
chance to tie, but the Lady Govs 
came up with a steal. They missed 
the shot, but Herrin stole the ball 
back with 10 seconds left. 

VanderPol got the ball and was 
fouled with seven seconds left. She 
missed the free throw, and Mitchell 
got the rebound. Mitchell's fresh­
man guard Erin Olson drove for a 
tying layup but missed, giving the 
Lady Govs the state title. 

The Lady Govs began celebrat­
ing, and Pierre fans ran out on the 
court. Junior spectator Chad 
Wharton said, "Everyone was 
jumping all over each other. On 

my way out I tripped and got run 
over about six times." 

Reinke said, "We all thought we 
could win it if we could get that far. 

We really worked hard and we 
never gave up when we got down." 

The Mitchell win was the Lady 
Govs' third straight upset of the 
tournament. In the first round the 
Lady Govs upset retiring coach Bob 
Winters' Yankton Bucks 34-31. In 
the semifinals, the Lady Govs over­
came a 12 point deficit in the sec­
ond quarter to beat Sioux Falls 
Lincoln 40-39 in double overtime. 

Coach Don Shields said that 
throughout the season the Lady 
Govs had the goal of getting to the 
state tournament. Going into the 
tournament, Shields said, "If we 
won any we'd be happy. We just 
wanted to have fun and play hard." 

Shields added, "The idea of be- . 
ing state champs got us excited, 
and the more we stayed with them 
(Mitchell), the more we believed. 
Ever since the girls started watch­
ing and playing basketball, they 
had this dream. It's a high you can 
never imagine unless you experi­
ence it." 

The Lady Govs were able to turn 
their season around after being 4-

10 at one time. They won eight of 
their last 10 games, including their 
last five, to reach the .500 mark 
and finish the season with a 12-12 
record. 

Shields said, 'We started to win, 
and it was fun. It was a matter of 
getting together and believing in 
ourselves." 

The last time the Lady Govs won 
the state title was in 1982. Shields 
said, "In 1982 we were expected to 
win, but this year we weren't. We 
would have quit and went home af­

ter the first game." 

Gymnasts start season strongly 
by Tim Maher 

ith five returning letterwin-w ners from last year's varsity
gymnastics squad, things 
are looking up for the team 

going into the December 21 Mitchell 
Invitational. 

Juniors Anne Kenyon, Kara 
Klein, and Keri Kuszmaul will com­
pete all-around for the team. The 
varsity will be solid, since senior 
Dana Ertz will compete in the une-

ven bars and the balance beam. 
Junior Kelly Meagher will compete 
strictly in the uneven bars. These 
two will have limited activity due to 
knee injuries, rather than skill level. 

"Other possible varsity spots will 
hopefully be filled by senior Rachel 
Gates, juniors Melissa Coyle and 
Jody Baade, and sophomore Beth 
Weischedel. I will juggle these peo­
ple for spots I need to fill," said head 
coach Vicki Semmler. "It really 

hurts when you come off of a good 
previous year, but lose four seniors." 

According to Semmler, the girls' 
overall strength and attitude is su­
perb. 

"I am extremely pleased with 
their strength right now. For five 
years I've been coaching, this is the 
strongest team I've had this early in 
the season," said Semmler. 

Semmler also voiced her happi­
ness with the team's attitude toward 

practice. She said that the girls 
don't complain, and they work hard. 

"These girls are self-motivated. 
They want to work. They work on 
their own," said Semmler. 

Although the team has a solid 
varsity, the team doesn't have 
enough to fill in vacated spots 
should an injury arise. 

'We don't have any depth," said 
Semmler. "Depth is going to hurt 
us. "
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Kurth requests 
post discharge 
from Girls' BB 

Govs off to promising start 
after opening season at 1-1 

by Tim Maher A ssistant Harvey "Skip" 
Kurth has requested of the 
Pierre athletic director to be 
released from his girls bas­

ketball assistant coach position for 
next school year. 

Because he is now the head boys 
basketball coach, Kurth felt both 
jobs together took up too much of 
his time. "It was just too much time 
taken away from me being with my 
family," said Kurth. 

Kurth was the as�istant girls
coach for 13 years, and ;the assistant 
boys coach for 12

1
e' rs until Bob 

Judson retired last year and the 
head position opene up. 

"I still thoroughlf enjoy coaching 
girls basketball," said Kurth. "It's 
just a decision I made regarding my 
family. My family's well-being is 
important. Some of my fondest 
memories are of athletes I have 
worked with and their great ef­
forts." 

Kurth will remain an assistant 
track coach. He has been coaching 
the boys long distance runners for 
13 years. 

by Charlie Hopper T onight the Governors play 
at Aberdeen, while Satur­
day's game is at home 
against the Huron Tigers. 

"We are a pretty balanced team, 
but look for Luidahl and Chad 
Lindbloom to make an impact," 
said Kurth. 'We also have three· 
new-comers, Todd Tedrow, Rob 
Hall, and Chad Howard that 
should develop into fine ballplay-
ers. "

--'�To-be successful this season we 
need to establish goals, work hard 
and have a good team concept," 
Kurth concluded. 

The Govs opened last weekend's 
games with a 59-51 victory at 
Brookings. 

Senior Chris Stout led the team 
with 16 points, followed by senior 
Ryan Johnson and junior Jamie 
Liudahl, each having 13 points. 
Stout and senior Chad Lindbloom 
lead the team in rebounds, both 
pulling down nine. 

"I contribute the success in this 
game to the good man-to-man de­
fense we played and the fact that 
we converted some bad passes for 
layups," said new head coach Har­
vey "Skip" Kurth. 

-'- �--·= '"'�"""'"'"""' 
Bringing it home ... As coach Harvey "Skip" Kurth looks on, junior Guy 
Erlenbush drives for a layup. (Photo by Stacie Suedkamp) 

Last Saturday night the Govern­
ors lost to the Watertown Arrows 
66-49 in their home season opener.
The game was close until the sec­
ond quarter when the Arrows had a
run and pulled away. The halftime
score of 28-19 in Watertown's favor
set the stage for Watertown's win.

"What happened Saturday night 
is correctable," said Kurth. "The 

three major factors that caused our 
loss we can correct. Our shots just 
didn't fall. We had good shot selec­
tion, but they just didn't fall. 
Hopefully we will take the same 
shots, and they will go for us. We 
had too many turnovers and too 
many defensive errors. These are 
all things we can corre�t," he said. 

Young team places three 

Wrestlers hopeful about season 
by Tim Maher "That's the first time I've ever Coming up for the matmen is the "This is will be interesting for 

he Pierre Governors wres- placed in a tournament, lost both annual Valentine, NE., Invitational. these young guys. When we go to T tling team showed up for one te�th, . and blackened both eyes," �inner, Wegne�, and T?dd County V�lentine, we will 
0
be competing

of the toughest regional tour- said Hillmer. Will be competitors gomg to the With schools we don t know much 
naments and came away placing Wrestling at 189, junior Christ tournament. about," said Jensen. 
three individuals. Stotts earned 6th place honors al-

The two-day tournament was though he was dealing with a knee 
held December 13 and 14 at Rapid injury and a mending broken hand 
City Stevens. Of the 16 teams com- from the football season. 
peting, Pierre placed 11th. "We gotta remain optimistic 

"The champions that we saw out about our year. I gotta remain opti-
there were probably better quality mistic about my year," said junior 
than we'll see all year," said wres- Ryan Noyes. Noyes wrestled at 130 
tling head coach Rick Jensen. and, like Stotts, also took home 6th 

Jensen's remark is supported by place honors. 
the fact that Bismarck, North Dako- Jensen stresses that he wants to 
ta, ranked #1 in the nation by USA throw as much information at the 
Today, participated in the tourna- wrestlers since he knows that they 
ment. won't pick it all up, but some of it 

Pierre placed three individual will sink in. 
wrestlers from the young team. "There are two points of learning 
Junior Levi Hillmer worked his way in wrestling, a point where you 
up to 4th place at heavy-weight, al- learn an_d a point where you fine
though he suffered matt burns on tune. Right now we need to learn 
his face and lost two false front about take-downs, reversals, and 
teeth. Hillmer had lost the original options. The fine tuning will come 

teeth in previous years. later,"said Jensen. 

AII-ESD awards given 
to Governor teammates 

by Charlie Hopper 
o compliment the Governor's

T success on the football field
this season, some of its mem­
bers garnered regional and

state recognition. 
Four players were named to the 

1991 all-ESD team. They were Jeff 
Schlekeway, who took home four 
spots including quarterback, def en­
sive back, punter, and kicker; Eric 
Hunsley, all-ESD defensive back; 
Chad Lindbloom, all-ESD receiver; 
and Warren Rath, all-ESD defen­
sive line. 

Receiving all-ESD honorable 
mention were Len Cooper and Rath 

on the offensive line, Chris Sonnes­
chein and Tavis Weidenbach as line­
backers and offensive backs, and 
Lindbloom and Jason Nowak on the 
defensive line. 

The Governors also had three 
players on the All-State team voted 
upon by the high school football 
coaches' association. Heading the 
team were Schlekeway at quarter­
back, Lindbloom at receiver, and 
Rath on the defensive line. 

Capping off the award winners 
were five players named to the All­
State Academic team. They were 
Tim Maher, Christian Hess, Chris 
Sonnenschein, Karl Keenlyne and
Eric Unkenholz.






